




BREAKING NEWS 

We hear the term "sex trafficking" often enough, unfortunately, but don't 

necessarily have a clear understanding of what it is, how pervasive it is in our 

own community of Atlanta, and the long-term impact it has on its victims. The 

U.S. Congress has defined sex trafficking -- one of two categories of Human 

Trafficking, the second being labor trafficking -- as the recruitment, harboring, 

transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purpose of a 

commercial sex act in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or 

coercion, or in which the person forced to perform such an act is younger than 

age 18. A commercial sex act means any sex act on account of which anything 

of value is given to or received by any person. Types of sex trafficking include 

prostitution, pornography, stripping, live-sex shows, mail-order brides, military 

prostitution, and sex tourism. 

Although this somewhat sterile definition of sex trafficking is very clear, it only 

scratches the surface of the immense problem. For those lucky enough to 

escape and survive this form of modern-day slavery, the sexual exploitation 

itself is only one step in a lifelong journey of trauma and recovery. And make no 

mistake, this is not just a problem for our "neighbors" to suffer as we in Atlanta 

are left immune. As of 2018, Atlanta ranked #2 of the top five U.S. cities for 

reported human trafficking. 

T he topic of sex trafficking is often uncomfortable to contemplate and discuss 

with others. However, it cannot be ignored in our community of Atlanta. As an 

organization dedicated to helping women recover from the trauma of sexual 

exploitation, we will use this newsletter as one of several education and 

outreach vehicles to inform you on the subject. We will provide relevant stories 

and articles meant to provide insight and hope, spark honest conversation, and 

ignite action against sex trafficking in our community. 

Find Out More At: HOCATL.org 

https://www.hocatl.org








RINGSIDE SEAT 

Now that House of Cherith is no longer a program of City of Refuge, but instead a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, we are establishing our own fundraising and 

operational practices enabling us, like the women we serve, to function as a 

self-sufficient organization. To sustain our programming and operations we rely on 

funds from government and foundation grants, churches, corporate partners, and 

last, but certainly not least, individual donors like you. Did you know that individuals 

are the largest source of charitable donations for nonprofit organizations? This is why 

individual supporters are so important to our mission. 

Sustainer Giving is a fundraising "best practice" and a way for HOC to retain 

dedicated supporters, essential to meeting our fundraising goals. We will soon be 

launching a Sustainer Giving campaign to encourage monthly giving at various levels. 

Be on the lookout for emails that highlight this campaign where you have an 

opportunity to become a monthly supporter in our "fight for freedom". Each quarter 

we will feature ways you can engage in various events and campaigns like this as a 

supporter of our important mission. 

Visit www.HocAtl.org or click HERE to donate 

"Justice is doing for 

others what we would 

want done for us." 

- Gary Haugen

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E348042&id=1



